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Abstract

This study, entitled “Qur’anic Readings: Their Emergence, Development, and Impact on the
Preservation of the Qur’anic Text,” aims to examine a number of fundamental issues related
to the science of Qur’anic readings. Among the primary objectives motivating this research
is the investigation of the scholarly efforts exerted by Muslim scholars in the service of
Qur’anic readings and in the preservation of the Qur’an, as well as elucidating the role of
these readings in safeguarding the Qur’anic text from alteration, loss, or distortion. In
addition, the study seeks to highlight the relationship between Qur’anic readings and other
Qur’anic sciences, particularly Qur’anic exegesis (tafsir) and Arabic linguistics. The
significance of this research lies in clarifying the concept of Qur’anic readings and tracing
their emergence through various historical stages in a concise and systematic manner, with
the aim of identifying the most robust and well-substantiated scholarly views concerning
this critical issue related to the Book of Allah, Exalted be He, which constitutes the primary
source of Islamic legislation. Furthermore, the study addresses another important dimension
by tracing the historical phases of the development of Qur’anic readings across different
periods and demonstrating their impact on preserving the integrity of the Qur anic text and
protecting it from distortion, alteration, and change. To achieve these objectives, the study
adopts an inductive and analytical methodology. In accordance with the nature of the subject
matter, the research is structured into an introduction, three main sections, followed by a
conclusion, and a list of sources and references.
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