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Abstract

The Songkran ritual is a tradition held annually in the southern Thailand. It is a
heritage passed down from the ancestors of the Thai people. The significance of this ritual
is not limited to cultural and religious aspects in Buddhism, it also affects social interactions
and the lives of local communities. The ritual aims to welcome the Thai New Year or the
new season. This study aims to examine the relationship between Songkran beliefs, the
myths and traditions of the people in the southern Thailand, and the processions held during
the festival, based on empirical data from the local community. The study also addresses
the practice of Songkran rituals in the region, reviews the impact on the local Muslim
community, and explores the effects and the challenges faced by the Islamic da’'wah. Pattani
Province is a multi-religious region, including Buddhism. The Pattani authorities organize
Songkran events annually from April 13 to 15, in a lively and festive atmosphere. Pattani
was selected as the site for data collection through the literature review to enhance
understanding of the myths and rituals. Songkran rituals are performed in appreciation of
and respect for parents. Their implementation varies from village to village and from area
to area. Some processions are organized solely by families and local communities, while
others are held publicly with the attendance of local authorities. Thus, Songkran rituals are
similar in essence, including the ceremonies to honor the elderly, visits to temples, and
participation in water-related activities. From this study, it can be concluded that although
Songkran is rooted in Buddhism, its social activities provide both opportunities and
challenges to promote the values of tolerance. This study also aims to deepen the
understanding of the interaction between culture and religion in the multi-ethnic southern
region of Thailand.
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