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Abstract

This study examines tne inaicators useda by haditn Critics 1n accepung tne narrations of
narrators affected by ikhtilat. It explains the concept of gara ‘in (indicators), their function
in hadith criticism, and their relationship to the assessment of narrators whose memory,
precision, or awareness deteriorated. The research problem lies in the fact that describing a
narrator as having undergone ikhtilat does not necessitate rejecting all of his narrations,
nor accepting them unconditionally. Rather, the critic must examine the time of hearing
from the narrator, the condition of the narrator, the state of the student, the method of
receiving and transmitting the narration, corroboration by reliable narrators, and the
judgments of leading hadith critics. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method by
collecting major indicators from works of hadith methodology, rijal, and biographical
literature, then analysing their evidential value and classifying them according to their
strength and weakness. It concludes that the strongest indicators are those proving that the
hearing occurred before ikhtilat, or that the narrator did not transmit after deterioration.
Other significant indicators include transmission from a reliable written source, careful
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selection by a discerning student, and conformity of the narration with the reports of
reliable transmitters. As for the mere presence of a narration in main hadith collections, it
is not an independent indicator of acceptance unless supported by other recognized
indicators.

Keywords: gara’in, ikhtilat al-rawr, narrators affected by ikhtilat, hadith criticism, rijal
literature, time of hearing.
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