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Abstract

The science of the reasons for the revelation of the Quran is one of the most
important sciences necessary for the interpretation of the Quran, and one of the essential
aids in the proper guidance of the verses, as it clarifies the circumstances and contexts in
which some verses were revealed. Some contemporary secularists and modernists have
raised several criticisms about the reasons for revelation. These include issues related to
the number of verses revealed for a specific reason, the generality of the wording versus the
specificity of the reason, and the narrators of the reasons for revelation. This research aims
to introduce this science, its origins, its literature, and its importance. It also aims to present
some of the contemporary criticisms about the science of reasons for revelation and respond
to them, clarifying the intentions behind each raised criticism. The problem of this research
lies in several issues, including the expansion of the concept of reasons for revelation by
some, considering that what the verse was revealed to clarify is a reason for its revelation.
This indicates an urgent need to refine the concept of reasons for revelation. The problem
also lies in the significant difference in the proportion of verses revealed for a reason versus
those revealed without any reason. Some claim that all Quranic verses were revealed for a
reason, while others deny the reasons for revelation altogether. Additionally, there is the
issue of the historicity of the reasons for revelation, a criticism propagated by some. The
research methodology is primarily descriptive, where the researcher introduces this
science, its benefits, and its origins, followed by an inductive method to explore
contemporary criticisms regarding the reasons for revelation, and finally an analytical
critical method to discuss and refute these criticisms. The research concludes that the
disagreement among scholars on the matter of the generality of the wording versus the
specificity of the reason is verbal. While the majority believe that the consideration is for
the generality of the wording, not the specificity of the reason, their opponents assert that
the ruling applies to what shares the same meaning and cause, either by analogy or other
evidence apart from the rule that consideration is for the generality of the wording, not the
specificity of the reason. It also concludes that the vast majority of Quranic verses were
revealed without any specific reason. Furthermore, secularists and modernists who argue
for the historicity of the Quranic text aim to undermine its sanctity and thereby disable most
of the Sharia rulings, especially those based on the generality of the wording. Additionally,
the reasons for revelation are the circumstances, contexts, and events that prompted the
Quran to clarify its rulings, and they are not the cause of these rulings. Secularists and
modernists opposing Islam approach their Quranic studies from their Western cultural
perspectives and literary theories.

Keywords: reasons-for-revelation, Quran, contemporary-criticisms.
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